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Public  Health  Department, 

“  Teeswold, " 

Coatham  Road, 

REDCAR. 


fo  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saltburn  &  Marske  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  my  report  for  the  year  1948,  a  year  that  has  seen  the  introduction 
of  the  National  Health  Service  with  all  the  far-reaching  changes  that  implies. 

Before  going  any  further  I  would  like  to  record  here  my  appreciation 
ot  the  Help  and  encouragement  given  me  throughout  the  year  by  members  of 
the  Council,  and  especially  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  the  late 
Councillor  George  Gott,  of  New  Marske.  His  untimely  death  has  removed  a 
friend  whose  cheerful  presence  and  wise  counsel  will  be  much  missed  by  us  all. 

I  would  express  again  my  thanks  to  the  other  officials  for  their  continued 
co-operation  and  I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Mr.  Darling,  Sanitary  Inspector, 
whose  report  follows  mine. 

On  July  5th,  1948,  the  National  Health  Service  was  born  into  this  world, 
an  infant  product  of  a  long  and  uneasy  gestation.  Its  appearance  was  greeted  by 
some  as  a  panacea  ;  by  others  the  event  was  regarded  as  almost  a  calamity  ;  and 
a  third  section,  perhaps  the  largest,  voiced  no  strong  opinions  but  decided  to  wait 
and  see  how  the  young  fellow  comported  himself  once  he  found  his  legs. 

The  tumult  and.  the  shouting  attendant  upon  the  birth  have  by  no  means 
died  down.  The  three  groups  which  regarded  the  event  with  such  different 
views  are  still  holding  their  separate  ways.  One  loudly  proclaims  that  the  new¬ 
comer  is  the  perfect  child,  the  second  would  like  to  strangle  the  wee  chap,  or  at 
least  subject  him  to  a  major  operation,  while  the  third,  is  still  willing  to  give 
pirn  a  chance  to  prove  his  mettle. 

A  comment  often  heard  is  that  the  creation  of  so  many  officials  and  new 
Boards,  Management  Committees,  and  Sub-Committees,  will  lead  to  a  form  of 
bureaucracy  in  which  the  citizen  is.  looked  upon  as  a  cipher  and  not  as  a  human 
being.  We  are  apt  to  forget  that  this  tremendous  scheme  has  been  functioning  for 
only  a  few  months  and  that  the  carrying  out  of  its  provisions  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
cross-section  of  the  community,  representative  of  all  walks  and  outlooks. 

There  have  been,  and.  there  are  bound  to  be,  mistakes  which  can  be  avoided 
only  as  experience  grows,  and  teaches. 

A  narrow  interpretation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  rigid  adherence  to 
the  letter  rather  than  a  following  of  the  spirit  of  the  law  would  make  the  Service 
difficult,  or  impossible  to  work. 

The  potentialities  for  good  are  incalculable  iri  the  new  Health  Service,  but 
if  these  are  to  be  exploited  to  the  full,  then,  from  all  concerned,  and  not  least  from 
the  public,  must  come  co-operation  and  understanding,  tolerance  and  unselfishness. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  M.  MACDONALD. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,082 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  mid-1948)...  7,960 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,390 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £51,893 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £210 

As  industrial  expansion  goes  on  in  north-east  England  so  will  increasing 
numbers  of  holiday  makers  look  to  Saltburn  and  Marske  to  provide  for  them 
the  change  and  relaxation  which  are  necessary  to  mental  and  physical  well-being. 

The  combined  attractions  of  miles  of  sandy  shore  and  the  adjacent  moorland 
hills  and  dales  are  obvious  reasons  for  the  popularity  of  this  area.  For  those  whose 
tastes  incline  more  to  man-made  entertainments  there  is  scope  for  considerable 
development,  and  it  is  hoped  that  before  long  it  will  be  possible  to  start  work 
on  the  schemes  so  far  unavoidably  delayed. 


TABLE  1 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  .. 

Legitimate  . . 
Illegitimate  .. 

Male 

.  88 

.  85 

.  3 

Female 

82 

79 

3 

Total 

170 — Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population 

164 

6 

17.4 

Still  Births 

Legitimate  . . 

.  4 

2 

6 — Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still) 
births 

34 

Illegitimate  .. 

.  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths 

.  65 

45 

110 — Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population 

13.8 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 
Deaths  from  other  maternal  causes 
Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 
Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under 
1  year 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under 
1  year 

Deaths  from  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
under  2  years  of  age 
Notifications  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia... 


Nil  —  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  Nil 

Nil  —  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  Nil 

9  —  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  52.5 

9  —  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  52.5 

Nil  —  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  Nil 

Nil  —  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  Nil 

Nil  —  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ..  Nil 


The  live  birth  rate  is  below  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  and  the  death 
rate  somewhat  above. 

I  am  glad  again  to  be,  able  to  report  that  there  were  no  maternal  deaths 
nor  notifications  of  puerperal  fever. 
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TABLE  II 


BIRTH-RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 
AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN 

THE  YEAR  1948 


Saltburn 

and 

Marske 

England 

and 

Wales 

126 

County 
Boroughs  & 
Great  Towns 
including 
London 

148 

Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000-50,000 
at  1931 
Census) 

London 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

Rates — per  1,000  of  the  Civilian  Population 

Births 

Live  Births  ...  17.4 

17.9* 

20.0 

19.2 

20.1 

Still  Births  ...  0.7S 

0.42* 

0.52 

0.43 

0.39 

Deaths 

All  causes  ...  13.8 

10.8* 

11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

(Enteric  Fever)  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Diphtheria  ...  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Notifications 

Typhoid  ...  0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  ...  0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

(Meningitis)  ...  0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  3.75 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

Whooping  Cough  0.25 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

Diphtheria  ...  0.12 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

Erysipelas  ...  0.12 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

Measles  ...  ...  2.64 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.  i7 

Pneumonia  ...  0.37 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.o7 

*Rates  per 

1,000  of 

the  total  population 
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TABLE  III 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Rates 

per  1,000  Live  Births 

Saltburn 

and 

Marske 

England 

and 

Wales 

126 

County 
Boroughs  & 
Great  To  vns 
including 
London 

148 

Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000-50,000 
at  1931 
Census'! 

London 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

Deaths 

All  causes  under 

1  year  ...  52.5 

Enteritis  and  diorrhoea 

34 

39 

32 

31 

under  2  years...  Nil 

3.3 

4.5 

2.1 

2.4 

Nine  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year.  Five  of  these  deaths  were 
due  to  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  three  to  prematurity  and  one  to  congenital 
defects.  No  deaths  occurred  from  enteritis.  The  infant  death  rate  per  1,000 
live  births  is  considerably  higher  than  that  for  the  other  sections  of  the  country 
with  which  it  is  compared.  This  is  disappointing  and  unusual  for  this  area. 

While  on  the  subject  of  infant  illness  and  mortality  from  gastro-enteritis 
and  enteritis,  it  has  been  established  beyond  doubt  that  bottle-fed  babies  are 
more  prone  to  bowel  and  stomach  troubles  than  are  breast-fed  infants. 

The  question  of  breast-feeding  has  recently  been  the  subject  of  publicity  in 
the  medical  and  the  lay  press.  There  is  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  if  a  mother  is  in 
good  health  she  should  breast-feed  her  baby,  and  should  be  advised  and  encour¬ 
aged  to  do  so.  The  institution  of  breast-feeding  is  not  always  a  routine  procedure 
to  which  mother  and  child  take  like  a  duck  does  to  water.  Great  patience  and 
perseverance  are  often  necessary,  and  that  is  when  the  attitude  of  those  around 
the  mother  makes  all  the  difference  between  success  and  failure. 

The  decline  in  breast-feeding  which  has  been,  and  still  is  going  on  through¬ 
out  the  country  has  been  the  subject  of  investigation  by  numerous  doctors. 

Explanations  given  by  mothers,  for  putting  their  infants  on  artificial  feed¬ 
ing,  are  legion. 

In  this  district  the  reason  most  frequently  put  forward  is  that,  after  getting 
up,  or  after  returning  from  a  maternity  home,  the  supply  failed  within  a  few  days. 
In  many  cases  it  is  obvious  that  the  conditions  confronting  the  mother  when  she 
gets  up,  or  returns  home  after  her  confinement,  are  against  the  prolongation  of 
breast  feeding.  She  may  be  living  with  overcrowded  in-laws  or  in  lodgings  with 
strangers.  She  may  have  several  other  children  to  attend  to  in  unsatisfactory 
housing  conditions,  and  so  on. 

Whether  she  has  a  home  of  her  own  or  not,  she  is  almost  certain  to  be  given 
a  dozen  different  kinds  of  wrong  advice  on  rearing  children,  by  crowds  of  friends 
and  relatives.  Especially  to  the  mother  with  her  first  baby  is  this  diversity  of  mis¬ 
guidance  alarming,  and  likely  to  ruin  her  own  good  intentions. 
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If  the  mother  has  to  go  out  to  work  she  can  scarcely  hope  to  feed  her  baby, 
in  this  district  at  any  rate.  There  are  some,  relatively  few  I  believe,  who,  though 
well  able  to  feed  their  infants,  make  no  attempt  to  do  so,  regarding  that  as  a 
nuisance. 

Education  has  a  great  part  to  play  in  this  aspect  of  child  health,  but  along 
with  teaching  must  go  improvement  in  home  conditions. 

The  manufacturers  of  the  many  good  artificial  infant  foods  naturally  boost 
their  products  for  all  they  are  worth. 

The  daily  press,  magazines,  and  pamphlets  and  journals  are  full  of  pictures 
of  healthy  bottle-fed  babies.  In  many  infant  welfare  centres  the  same  pictures  are 
bung  on  the  walls  or  stuck  on  mantelpieces.  It  would  be  a  refreshing  and  encour¬ 
aging  change  to  see  instead,  photos  of  naturally  fed  babies  around  welfare  centres 
and  children’s  clinics,  and  in  papers  and  magazines. 


Table  IV  on  the  following  page  gives  an  analysis  of  all  the  deaths  in  1948, 
a  total  of  110. 

As  usual,  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  that  is  groups  18,  19  and 
20  claimed  most  victims  between  them — 61,  or  55%  of  the  total  deaths.  Seventy- 
six  persons  over  sixty-five  years  of  age  died  during  the  year,  that  is  69%  of  all 
deaths. 

Eighteen  deaths  were  due  to  cancer,  a  rate  of  2.39  per '1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  compared  with  the  provisional  estimated  rate  of  1.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


5 


TABLE  IV 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AND  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Total 

T-H 

CO 

CO 

t-h 

rH 

rH 

CM 

15 

CD 

CO 

o 

ID 

CO 

T-H 

CO 

- 

CM 

CM 

ID 

o 

T-H 

rH 

aJ 

4-> 

o 

H 

- 

- 

rH 

T-H 

- 

CM 

T-H 

t> 

00 

ID 

CM 

CM 

T-H 

- 

- 

ID 

Tf 

FEMALES 

65 

r-H 

rH 

T-H 

<N 

T-H 

[> 

T-H 

ID 

CM 

rH 

38 

1 

ID 

- 

1 

ID 

- 

T-H 

1 

ID 

1 

1 

- 

CM 

1 

o 

T-H 

CO 

</) 

W 

Total  j 

T-H 

CM 

CO 

CO 

o 

T-H 

00 

00 

T-H 

ID 

CO 

- 

H 

CM 

CM 

CM 

Tf 

ID 

VO 

ID 

CD 

1 

ID 

00 

CD 

05 

ID 

T-H 

CM 

T-H 

.SO. 

t-h 

CO 

CM 

CM 

00 

r"H 

rH 

00 

< 

S 

id 

T-H 

T-H 

T— < 

T-H 

CM 

T-H 

H 

00 

i 

to 

L 

1 

t-H 

rH 

CM 

1 

o 

CM 

- 

CM 

CD 

Cause  of  death  ; 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

1  3.  Scarlet  fever 

4.  Whooping  cough 

|  5.  Diphtheria  ... 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7.  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

|  8.  Syphilis 

9.  Influenza 

1 10.  Measles 

11.  Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis 

12.  Acute  infectious  encephalitis  ... 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  &  oesophagus  (M)  uterus  (F) 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

19.  Heart  disease 

20.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

21.  Bronchitis 

22.  Pneumonia  ... 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

26.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

|31.  Premature  birth 

[32.  Congenital  malformation  birth  injury,  etc. 

|33.  Suicide 

34.  Road  traffic  ... 

35.  Other  violent  causes  ... 

36.  All  other  causes 

TOTAL— ALL  CAUSES 
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CLINIC  FACILITIES  IN  THE  AREA 


Antenatal  Clinics  : — 

Marske  Church  Hall.  Third  Friday  in  month  at  10-0  a.m. 


Child  Welfare  Sessions  : — 

Marske  Church  Hall.  Alternate  Mondays  at  2-0  p.m.,  and 
The  Clinic,  “Orleans,”  Windsor  Road,  Saltburn. 

Alternate  Wednesdays  at  2-0  p.m. 


Minor  Ailment  Clinics  : — 

The  Clinic,  “Orleans,”  Windsor  Road,  Saltburn. 

Every  Wednesday  at  9-30  a.m. 

Immunisation  Sessions  : — 

The  Clinic,  “Orleans,”  Windsor  Road,  Saltburn. 

Every  Wednesday  at  10-0  a.m.,  and 
Alternate  Wednesdays  at  2-0  p.m. 

Marske  Church  Hall.  Third  Friday  in  month  at  2-0  p.m. 

New  Marske  Infants’  School. 

Second  Friday,  alternate  months,  at  2-0  p.m. 


Specialist  Ophthalmic  sessions  are  held,  as  requested,  at  West  Dyke  School, 
Redcar.  Saltburn  and  Marske  children  attend,  by  appointment,  the  Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat  specialist’s  clinic  at  South  Bank,  and  the  Orthopaedic  clinic  at  Redcar. 

There  is  a  chest  clinic  at  Skelton  which  deals  with  children  and  adults 
from  Saltburn  and  Marske. 

Dental  Sessions  are  held  at  the  Clinic,  5,  Turner  Street,  Redcar,  each  week. 
This  is  a  great  boon,  and  is  much  appreciated. 
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TABLE  V 


NOTIFICATIONS 

OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Populatio 

7,960 

7,404 

7,103 

6,519 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  30 

22 

12 

13 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid)  — 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

...  21 

77 

13 

102 

Whooping  Cough 

...  2 

20 

9 

21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

...  — 

— - 

— 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

5 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  ... 

...  3 

6 

2 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis.  ... 

...  — 

2 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

...  4 

7 

9 

5 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

TABLE  VI 

2 

NOTIFICATIONS 

OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Saltburn 

Marske  New  Marske 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  — 

19 

11 

Diphtheria 

...  — 

— 

1 

Measles 

...  7 

14 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

. . .  — 

2 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

...  3 

1 

— 

TABLE  VII 

CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ADMITTED  TO  THE 
JOINT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  GUISBOROUGH 


Scarlet  Fever  ,.. 

...  28 

Diphtheria 

...  1 

Pneumonia 

...  1 

Measles 

...  3 

33 

Three  other  patients  were  admitted  for  observation,  but  in  no  case  was 
the  final  diagnosis  one  of  notifiable  disease. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  was  pleasingly  low  in  1948. 
Table  V  gives  the  figures  for  the  past  four  years. 

Measles,  whooping  cough  and  scarlet  fever  are  usually  the  leading  three, 
but  in  1948  whooping  cough  finished  fifth. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  there  are  cases  of  whooping  cough 
so  indefinite  and  so  mild  that  the  doctor  is  not  consulted.  The  same  is  true  of 
measles  to  a  lesser  extent. 

The  single  notification  of  diphtheria  refers  to  an  adult  who  was  a  carrier. 
She  was  isolated  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DIPHTHERIA 

For  the  third  successive  year  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  diphtheria. 
In  1948  an  adult  carrier  was  found  and  isolated  in  the  infectious  diseases  hospital 
at  Guisborough.  Carriers  are  notoriously  dangerous  to  others,  but  fortunately 
m  this  instance  no  cases  developed. 

Such  freedom  from  a  disease  which  killed  so  many  children  in  the  recent 
past  can  be  maintained  only  through  constant  effort  to  step  up  the  immunisation 
rate.  An  accurate  estimate  of  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  is  impossible 
lor  two  reasons.  Prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  many 
children  were  immunised  privately  and  records  of  such  were  not  generally  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Since  July  1948  a  large  number  of  child¬ 
ren  have  been  immunised  by  their  family  doctors,  but  some  of  the  records  have 
been  retained  by  the  practitioners  pending  a  decision  regarding  fees  being  arrived 
at,  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  doctors. 

Therefore,  the  estimate  I  gave  in  1947,  namely  about  50  per  cent  immunised 
children,  falls  short  of  the  actual  figure,  but  by  how  much  no-one  can  say.  Any 
estimate  of  the  level  of  immunisation  in  Saltburn  and  Marske  at  the  end  of  1948 
would  also  be  low  and  misleading. 

Pamphlets  on  immunisation  have  been  freely  distributed  at  school  clinics 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres  ;  and  notices  have  been  put  in  the  press  giving  full 
information  about  local  facilities  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria.  A  good 
'‘write-up”  was  also  given  in  the  local  papers,  and  for  this  I  have  to  thank  the  press. 

Most  important  of  all,  the  personal  propaganda  by  doctors  and  nurses  has 
gone  on  unceasingly.  This  is  the  most  effective  means  of  converting  the  apathetic 
and,  not  infrequently,  the  unbelievers.  The  personal,  individual  approach  always 
will  produce  the  best  results.,  and  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  having 
innumerable  contacts  with  the  public,  are  well  placed  to  spread  the  gospel  of 
immunisation. 

When  I  took  up  duties  in  Saltburn  and  Marske  I  found  that,  at  immunisation 
sessions,  a  few  sweets  were  provided  from  their  own  meagre  rations  by  the  nurse 
and  doctor.  Since  the  introduction  of  diphtheria  immunisation  in  this  country 
rhe  vast  majority  of  authorities  have  provided  sweets  for  babies  and  toddlers 
attending  immunisation  sessions.  Throughout  the  whole  period  of  sweet  rationing 
this  form  of  gilding  the  pill  was  so  favourably  looked  upon  by  the  Ministries  of 
Health  and  Food  that  special  arrangements  were  made  to  allow  authorities  to  pur¬ 
chase  such  quantities  of  sweets  as  were  thought  necessary  for  their  immunisation 
clinics. 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  this  practice  has  been  and  is  recognised  as 
something  worth  doing.  Only  those  engaged  in  the  work  of  mass  immunisation, 
and  the  children’s  mothers,  can  appreciate  the  effect  of  a  simple  little  thing  like 
the  presentation  of  a  sweet  to  an  infant  who  feels  that  a  quite  inexcusable  attack 
nas  been  made  upon  him  by  a  stranger  in  a  strange  place. 

For  their  ready  agreement  to  provide  sweets  at  the  immunisation  sessions 
J  am  very  grateful  to  the  Saltburn  and  Marske  Urban  District  Council,  especially 
as  they  are  no  longer  the  authority  directly  responsible  for  carrying  out  immun¬ 
isation. 
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The  total  cost  of  sweets  during  the  first  twelve  months  of  the  scheme  was 
six  shillings  and  ten  pence. 

Details  of  children  immunised  at  the  Saltburn  and  Marske  sessions  are 
given  below. 

Of  those  immunised  for  the  first  time,  that  is,  given  the  full  course,  ninety - 
one  per  cent  were  pre-school  children. 


Saltburn  and  Marske  Immunisation  Sessions 


1948 

1947 

Full  course 

...  146 

88 

Reinforcing  dose 

...  97 

44 

Total 

...  243 

132 

The  downward  trend  in  morbidity  and  mortality  from  diphtheria  continues 
throughout  the  country.  The  figures  for  1948  are  provisional,  but  the  decline 
is  obvious. 


Cases 

Deaths 

1945 

...  25,246 

722 

1946 

...  18,283 

472 

1947 

...  10,465 

244 

1948 

...  8,034 

150 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 

Some  encouraging  reports  have  recently  been  published  regarding  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  immunisation  in  this  country.  Disappointingly  few  local  health  author¬ 
ities  provide  the  material  so  far,  but  more  and  more  general  practitioners  are  cater¬ 
ing  for  increasing  requests  from  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised. 

SMALLPOX  AND  VACCINATION. 

Prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  there  was  a  sem¬ 
blance  of  compulsion  to  vaccinate  but  unfortunately  so  many  parents  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  so-called  conscience  clause  that,  each  year,  fewer  and  fewer  children 
were  being  protected  against  smallpox. 

The  British  public  has  by  now  been  lulled  into  a  sense  of  security  from 
smallpox  without  appreciating  the  part  played  by  vaccination  in  preserving  them 
from  that  disease. 

In  these  days  of  swift  movement  about  the  world  the  unprotected  state  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  population  in  this  country  lays  us  open  to  sudden  outbreaks 
which  may  or  may  not  be  limited  to  negligible  proportions. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  will  not  have  to  depend  on  a  serious  flare-up  of 
smallpox  to  make  the  public  realise  that  vaccination  does  prevent  that  very  deadly 
disease. 
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rUBERCULOSIS. 


Four  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
fable  V  shows  the  notifications  for  the  past  four  years.  In  1948  there  were  also 
three  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  shortage  of  nursing  staff  in  sanatoria  is  the  most  serious  problem 
facing  us  in  dealing  with  tuberculosis.  The  position  is  so  difficult  that  cases  for 
sanatorium  treatment  have,  literally,  to  be  chosen  on  their  merits.  In  other  words, 
priority  is  given  to  the  patient  who  is  likely  to  benefit  most  from  such  treatment. 

There  are,  more  especially  among  the  older  patients,  those  who  will  do  as 
well  at  home  as  in  hospital,  provided  the  housing  conditions  are  satisf  icrory. 

But,  even  with  the  cases  most  suitable  for  sanatorium  treatment,  delays 
m  admission  cannot  be  avoided  under  present  conditions  and  so  the  risk  is. 
increased  of  infection  of  other  members  of  the  family. 

In  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  we  come  back  to  the  now  hackneyed 
words  “Health  Education.”  In  no  other  disease  which  kills  or  incapacitates  so 
many  of  our  younger  people  has  education  such  a  big  part  to  play. 

Human  beings,  for  the  most  part,  have  a  natural  fear  of  going  to  the 
doctor  if  they  feel  he  might  find  something  seriously  wrong.  For  the  same  reason 
attendances  are  disappointing  at  mass  radiography  centres.  If  we  can  teach 
them  that  in  early  diagnosis  lies  not  only  hope,  but  very  often  certainty  of  cure, 
then  tuberculosis  will  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  death  sentence,  and  the  incidence 
ot  tuberculosis  wall  most  assuredly  go  down  year  by  year. 

Vaccination  or  immunisation  against  tuberculosis  has  been  tried  out  in  Scan¬ 
dinavian  countries  and  good  results  are  claimed. 

In  this  country  groups  of  selected  volunteers  are  to  be  given  this  preventive 
treatment  and  the  results  will  be  watched  hopefully  by  all. 

Bovine  tuberculosis,  though  not  to  be  compared  in  incidence  and  mortality 
rates  with  the  human  type,  still  kills  between  1,500  and  2,000  young  folks  annually. 

By  pasteurisation  of  milk  in  conjunction  with  the  elimination  ot  tuberculous 
cattle  from  herds,  this  form  of  tuberculosis  at  least  could  be  stamped  out. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1948 


Male  Age  Groups 

Female  Age  Groups 

0- 

10- 

20- 

30- 

30- 

50- 

total 

0- 

10- 

20- 

30- 

40- 

50- 

total 

total 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 
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RINGWORM  OF  THE  SCALP. 


The  incidence  of  this  contagion  is  rising.  During  1948  eight  children  attended 
the  clinic.  All  the  children  at  one  infant  school  were  specially  examined  and  it 
is  hoped  it  will  soon  be  possible  to  make  this  a  routine  procedure  at  all  infant 
and  junior  schools  at  least. 

I  cannot  emphasise  too  strongly  that  the  co-operation  of  parents  is  essential 
to  the  successful  treatment  of  ringworm.  Were  this  co-operation  always  forth¬ 
coming  it  should  be  possible  to  reduce  the  incidence  to  an  odd  one  or  two  a  year. 

Unfortunately  we  have  among  us  problem  families  who  do  nothing  to  help, 
and  who  cause  us  more  work  and  trouble  than  all  the  others  put  together.  Child¬ 
ren’s  hairdressers  should  be  on  the  lookout  for  any  abnormal  condition  and  if 
daere  is  the  slighest  suspicion  of  ringworm  they  should  advise  the  parent  to  consult 
the  family  doctor.  The  most  scrupulous  care  should  be  exercised  in  the  cleaning 
Oi  instruments,  for  cases  of  early  ringworm  show  no  abnormality  to  odinary  visual 
examination.  Another  circular  letter  has  been  sent  to  all  the  known  hairdressers 
in  the  area.  It  seems,  however,  that  there  are  part-time,  or  back-yard  barbers 
as  they  are  called,  and  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  probability  that  they  are  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  spread  of  ringworm,  and  are  extremely  difficult  to  get  at  in  any  way. 

Again  I  would  stress  the  undesirability  of  excluding  cases  of  ringworm 
from  school  ;  firstly,  because  the  period  of  treatment  is  usually  measured  in 
months  ;  and  secondly,  because  the  child  at  school  is  under  supervision  and, 
therefore,  less  likely  to  spread  contagion,  than  when  roaming  around  all  day. 


SCABIES. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  say  that  only  three  families  were  found  infested 
during  the  year. 

VERMIN. 

I  wish  I  could  say  the  same  of  head  louse  infestation  as  I  can  about  scabies. 

Some  parents  when  confronted  with  the  liveliness  of  their  children’s  heads 
would  have  us  believe  that  we  badly  need  spectacles  to  enable  us  to  recognise 
dandruff.  Even  the  fact  that  the  so-called  dandruff  is  obviously  mobile,  or 
mechanised,  as  it  came  to  be  euphemistically  termed  during  the  war,  is  of  no 
significance  to  these  parents. 

And  now  and  then  a  mother  opens  up  rather  condescendingly  with,  “I 
don’t  expect  you’ll  believe  me  doctor,  but  my  daughter  breeds  them  ;  I  do 
myself  you  know,  and  my  mother  said  she  did,  so  it’s  hereditary.” 

It  is  rather  surprising  that  even  nowadays,  there  are  mothers  who  will 
stalk  indignantly  out  of  school  or  clinic  with  the  parting  shot,  “only  nits  but  not 
one  live  one.” 

I  do  not  think  the  incidence  of  chronic  vermin  infestation  in  the  district 
is  any  higher  than  in  other  comparable  places,  but  to  my  mind  it  is  deplorable 
that  childrten  anywhere  should  have  to  be  excluded  from  school  because  of 
lousiness. 

There  is  absolutely  no  excuse  for  parents,  who  allow  their  children  to  be 
chronically  infested,  and  in  a  few  instances  it  may  be  that  more  drastic  measures 
than  advice,  persuasion  and  help,  will  have  to  be  introduced. 
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HOUSING 


Saltburn 

Marske 

New  Marske 

Permanent  Houses  completed  in  1948 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  ... 

20  (4) 

15  (-) 

-  (-) 

(b)  by  Private  Builders  ... 

7  (5) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

Temporary  Houses  completed  in  1948 

-  (-) 

-  (36) 

-  (-) 

Permanent  Houses  under  construction  at  31.12.48 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  ... 

12  (20) 

41  (8) 

-  (-) 

(b)  by  Private  Builders  ... 

5  (17) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

Temporary  Houses  under  construction 

at  31.12.48 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

44  (46) 

56  (44) 

-  (-) 

The  above  table  gives  the  figures  for  1948  and,  in  brackets  beside  them 
those  for  1947. 

There  has.  been  an  increase  of  ten  houses  in  all  categories  combined  over 
the  total  for  1947. 

A  survey  done  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  early  in  1949  showed 
that  there  were  326  applicants  for  houses. 

There  were  538  applicants  at  the  end  of  1947.  As  a  result  of  the  recent  sur¬ 
vey  it  was  possible,  for  various  reasons,  to  reduce  the  waiting  list  by  the  very 
appreciable  degree  shown. 

However,  the  situation  remains  most  difficult.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  strain  of  being  homeless  for  years,  and  all  that  that  means  in  un¬ 
happiness,  is  becoming  more  evident,  particularly  among  the  womenfolk. 

The  housing  problem  overshadows  all  other  local  worries  by  a  long  way. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


There  was  no  change  in  the  source  of  supply  during  the  year. 

In  this  country  an  adequate  and  wholesome  water  supply  is  looked  upon, 
not  as  a  luxury,  but  as  part  of  the  ordinary  amenities  to  be  expected  as  a  matter 
of  course  in  present  day  life. 

British  complacency  gets  rudely  jolted  every  now  and  then  and  prayers 
go  up  for  rain  to  come  down.  But  we  are  warned  not  to  tempt  Providence  too 
often.  In  a  climate  like  ours  there  never  should  be  fears  of  water  shortage  at 
least  for  domestic  and  industrial  purposes. 

On  several  occasions  during  the  past  few  years  the  water  situation  in  this 
area  has  caused  concern. 

The  increase  in  population,  the  new  housing  construction,  and  the  sub- 
sitution,  in  this  area,  of  a  water  borne  system  for  dry  closets  all  demand  a  greater 
supply. 

It  is  hoped  that  effectual  measures  will  be  taken  at  an  early  date  to  cope 
with  the  natural  rise  in  consumption  and.  to  provide  a  reserve  sufficient  to  meet 
requirements  during  spells  of  comparatively  light,  or  of  no  rainfall. 

Let  us  have  an  end  to  these  recurring  periods  of  anxiety  about  our  water 
supplies. 

Water  samples  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Northallerton  were  found  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory  with 
one  exception,  details  of  which  were  immediately  reported  to  the  Water  Company. 
A  further  sample  taken  some  days  later  from  the  same  point  was  found  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  satisfactory. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


There  is  pleasing  evidence  of  an  awakening,  up  and  down  the  country,  to 
the  realisation  that  atmospheric  pollution  causes  grievous  harm  both  to  health 
and  property 

In  Saltburn  and  Marske  we  are  only  on  the  fringe  of  the  smoke  belt,  but 
it  is  good  to  know  that  local  authorities  on  Tees-side  are  among  those  who  are 
combining  to  bring  nearer  the  day  when  “black”  will  no  longer  be  descrip¬ 
tive  of  so  much  of  our  country. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saltburn  &  Marske  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  second  annual  report  on  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  district,  in  accordance  with  the  circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948. 

During  the  year  progress  has  been  made  in  carrying  out  repairs  to  properties 
in  the  district,  renewing  drains,  converting  pail  closets  and  the  preparation  of  a 
scheme  for  the  conversion  of  the  pail  closets  for  the  main  portion  of  New  Marske 
area. 

The  Council  also  included  in  my  duties  that  of  Housing  Manager,  to  inter¬ 
view  prospective  tenants  before  the  letting  of  the  houses  constructed  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  to  deal  with  housing  enquiries. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS 


Visits  were  made  to  all  food  preparation  and  sales  premises,  cafes,  restaur¬ 
ant  and  hotel  kitchens  and  various  commodities  were  examined  for  fitness  for 
human  consumption  and  to  see  that  these  premises  complied  with  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938. 


The  total  weight  of  food  stuffs  condemned  was  755|  lbs.  and  comprised 
the  following  articles  : — 


Home  killed  Meat 
Fish 

Tinned  Foods 
Bacon 


450  lbs. 
182  lbs. 
107|  lbs. 
16  lbs. 


755J  lbs. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

The  milk  which  is  produced  at  the  19  farms  in  the  district  is  of  good  stan¬ 
dard,  but  conditions  under  which  some  of  it  is  handled  are  still  not  satisfactory. 
One  new  dairy  was  constructed  and  plans  submitted  for  a  second  dairy  during  the 
year. 


PASTEURISATION  PLANTS 

One  plant,  operated  by  Northern  Dairies  Ltd.,  at  Marske,  is  in  use  in  the 
district.  Samples  taken,  showed  the  processing  to  be  satisfactory. 

Plans  were  submitted  by  Gladders  Bros.,  Saltburn,  for  the  construction  of 
a  model  dairy  and  pasteurisation  plant.  Objections  were  raised  on  planning 
grounds  and  the  plans  were  withdrawn. 

Further  plans  were  submitted  showing  the  plant  installed  at  their  premises 
in  Milton  Street,  Saltburn,  and  these  were  approved.  It  is  expected  that  this 
plant  will  be  in  operation  in  1949. 
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DELIVERY  OF  MILK 


The  bulk  of  the  milk  is  being  delivered  in  bottles,  two  dairymen  having 
installed  hand  operated  bottle  filling  machines. 

The  following  cowkeepers  and  dairymen  are  registered  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  : — 

Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  19 

Wholesale  Traders  ...  ...  11 

Retail  Sellers...  ...  ...  13 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1936-46 

The  following  registered  producers  are  within  the  Urban  area  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Producers  ...  ...  2 

Accredited  Milk  Producers  ...  ...  ...  3 

The  following  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  : — 

To  bottle  and  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  2 

To  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  4 

To  Pasteurise  Milk...  ...  ...  ...  1 

To  Retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  4 


MILK  SAMPLES 

Thirteen  samples  of  locally  produced  milk  were  taken  and  tested.  Five 
of  these  samples  were  not  of  the  required  standard  and  action  was  taken  to  improve 
these  supplies. 

Eleven  samples  were  tested  for  Tubercle  bacilli,  all  being  negative. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

The  following  registration  certificates  have  been  issued  under  the  above 
Act  for  the  manufacture,  and  for  sale  of  Ice  Cream,  the  manufacture  of  Pickled 
Pressed  or  Preserved  Food  and  sausage. 

Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ••  ...  2 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Manufacture  of  Pickled  Pressed  or  Preserved  Foods  and  Sausage  ...  15 

MEAT  SUPPLIES 

No  animals  other  than  bacon  pigs  are  slaughtered  in  the  area.  Meat  supplies 
are  received  via  Middlesbrough  and  Redcar  allocation  depots. 

Bacon  pigs  slaughtered  during  the  year  were  examined  and  the  carcase  and 
all  organs  of  a  pig  were  surrendered  by  the  owner,  the  whole  being  effected  with 
generalised,  tuberculosis. 

The  law  relating  to  unsound  or  diseased  food  does  not  apply  to  pigs  slaught¬ 
ered  for  consumption  by  the  owner  and  two  carcases  were  found  of  figs  affected 
with  tuberculosis,  where  the  owners,  although  warned  of  the  danger  of  consuming 
these,  would  not  surrender  them. 

It  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  final  disposal  of  this  meat. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

9  Slaughtermen  engaged  in  the  slaughtering  of  pigs  applied  for  renewal  of 
licences. 


SHELLFISH 

No  offences  under  the  Shellfish  Regulations  were  found. 

FACTORY  ACT,  1937 

The  30  premises  on  the  Register  were  visited  and  three  notices  served  in 
respect  of  breaches  of  the.  Act.  There  are  two  underground  bakehouses  in  the 
district.  One  outworker  is  employed  in  the  area. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

2,749  visits  were  made  to  premises  within  the  Urban  area  for  the  purpose  of 
inspection  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  218  notices  in  respect  of  nuisances 
and  contraventions  of  Public  Health,  Milk  and  Dairies,  Food  and  Drugs,  Factory 
and  other  Acts  and  Orders. 

The  following  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  inspections  made  during  the 


twelve  months  under  review  : — 

Total  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  2749 

Total  number  of  nuisances  and  defects  found  ...  ...  596 

Total  number  of  nuisances  and  defects  abated  ...  ...  561 

Total  number  of  informal  notices  .  ...  ...  218 

Total  number  of  Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  ...  207 

Total  number  of  informal  notices  outstanding  ...  ...  11 

SANITARY  WORKS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 

Leaking  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Defective  eavesgutters  ...  ...  ...  28 

Defective  downpipes  ...  ...  ...  14 

Damp  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Insanitary  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Defective  privy  pails  ...  ...  ...  11 

Defective  ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Dirty  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  W.C.  basins  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  W.C.  cistern  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  W.C.  seats  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  of  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Burst  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Absence  of  sufficient  water  supply  to  house  ...  32 

Absence  of  sufficient  water  supply  to  W.C.  ...  7 

Defective  plaster  and  ceilings  ....  ...  25 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  37 

Leaking  soil  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Absence  of  and  defective  manholes  ...  ...  40 
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Sink  wastes  discharging  on  to  yard  surface  ...  1 

Sink  wastes  discharging  on  to  highway  ...  2 

Absence  of  sink  and  drains  ...  ...  ...  33 

Defective  washbasins.  ...  ...  ...  3 

Perished  pointing  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Defective  rendering...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  brickwork  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  yard  paving  ...  ...  ...  7 

Accumulation  of  refuse  and  manure  ...  ...  8 

Insufficient  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  woodwork  ...  ...  ...  17 

Dilapidated  outbuildings  ...  ...  ..  1 

Defective  urinals.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Breach  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  ...  ...  10 

Breach  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  10 

Breach  of  Factory  Act  ...  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  W.C.  Accommodation  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Kitchen  Ranges  ...  ...  ...  7 

Absence  of  bathrooms  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  chimneys  and  flues  ...  ...  7 

Defective  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  chimney  pots  ...  ...  3 

Defective  fireplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  condition  of  stables  ...  ...  1 

Broken  windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Defective  sashcords...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  stand  in  byre  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  lighting  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pail  closets  removed  ...  ...  ...  34 

Nuisance  from  pig  keeping  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  urinal  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insanitary  grease  traps  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insanitary  bath  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Burst  pipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Infestations  of  cockroaches  ...  ...  5 

Breaches  of  camping  site  regulations  ...  ...  3 


596 


STATUTORY  NOTICES  SERVED 

Nuisance  from  pig  keeping  ...  ...  ...  1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION 

Number  of  infected  houses  visited  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  infected  houses  disinfected  ...  29 

Number  of  schools  disinfected  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  classrooms  disinfected  ...  2 
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DRAINAGE  WORK 

Thirty-four  water  closets  were  provided  by  the  owners  of  properties  in 
place  of  pail  closets,  the  Council  paying  the  sum  of  £7  10s.  Od.  per  closet  in 
aiding  the  owners  to  carry  out  this  work.  A  scheme  was  prepared  to  convert  143 
pail  closets  at  New  Marske  embracing  the  Arthur  Terrace  and  Dale  Street  area. 
This  received  the  consent  of  the  Council,  the  work  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
Council  and  paying  half  of  the  cost  of  the  works.  Application  has  been  made 
to  the  Ministries  concerned  for  sanctions. 


TABLE  OF  DRAINAGE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT 


Yards  of  new  drains  laid 

...  389 

Soil  pipe  renewed 

...  186 

Manholes  provided  ... 

...  34 

W.C.  basins  provided 

...  71 

Gullies  provided 

...  21 

Sinks  provided 

...  29 

Intercepting  traps 

1 

Privy  pail  closets  removed 

...  34 

Water  tests  to  drains 

...  88 

PUBLIC  HOUSES 

Visits,  were  made  to  licensed  premises  within  the  area,  cellars,  pipe  lines, 
glasses,  washing  facilities  and  sanitary  accommodation  were  inspected  and  recom¬ 
mendations  made  to  the  owners  or  tenants.  Additional  sanitary  accommodation 
was  provided  at  two  premises. 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

There  are  two  camping  sites  licensed  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

During  the  year,  new  regulations  governing  these  sites  were  brought  into 
operation  asking  for  the  provision  of  suitable  sanitary,  washing  and  refuse  dis¬ 
posal  accommodation.  The  licencees  of  the  sites  were  served  with  notices  requir¬ 
ing  the  sites  to  be  brought  up  to  the  necessary  standards. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934 

Shop  premises  wTere  visited  with  regard  to  sanitary  and  washing  accommo¬ 
dation. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 

A  part-time  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  to  deal  with  infestations  in  the 
area.  Two  treatments  of  the  sewer  system  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  An 
estimated  kill  for  the  year  was  1,718  rats. 
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SQUATTERS’  CAMP,  LONGBECK  ESTATE,  MARSKE 

At  the  year  ending  December,  1948,  there  were  78  families  living  in  this 
Military  Camp  consisting  ot  212  persons.  Farther  huts  and  premises  were  con¬ 
verted  for  the  accommodation  of  families. 

The  premises  were  kept  in  a  clean  condition  by  the  tenants  generally  with 
the  exception  of  one  tenant.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  this  case  by  the  N.S.P.C.C., 
and  evidence  was  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  myself,  the  tenants  being  given 
prison  sentences. 


HOUSING 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  418  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Housing 
Register. 

Between  twenty  and  thirty  applicants  request  interview  each  week,  and 
many  pitiful  stories  of  living  conditions  are  told,  the  difficulties  of  trying  to  live 
normal  lives  under  abnormal  and  overcrowded  conditions,  the  troubles  with 
“in-laws,”  the  interference  of  landlords  and  landladies  of  shared  houses  into  the 
lives  of  young  people,  the  married  couples  who  are  given  notice  to  quit  on  the 
approaching  birth  of  a  first  child,  that  the  children  cannot  be  brought  up  under 
proper  control,  which  all  adds  up  to  the  urgent  need  for  more  and  more  houses. 

Houses  are  allocated  on  a  points  scheme  basis.  Points  are  given  for  the 
number  in  family,  war  service,  overcrowding,  living  under  a  tenancy  not  covered 
by  the  Rents  Restriction  Acts,  ill  health,  local  residence,  etc.  The  applications 
are  then  considered  in  groups  by  the  Housing  Sub-Committee,  who  select  a  num¬ 
ber  for  further  investigation.  These  are  checked  individually  by  myself  and  are 
then  further  considered  by  the  Sub-Committee,  who  then  select  the  desired  num¬ 
ber  of  tenants  by  a  process  of  elimination  of  where  it  is  considered  there  is  the 
least  hardship.  These  allocations  are  made  in  advance  of  the  completion  of  houses, 
so  that  the  tenants  can  make  full  preparation  for  moving  into  a  house. 

There  are  a  considerable  number  of  complaints  after  each  allocation,  the 
unsuccessful  applicants  always  feel  that  their  individual  case  is  the  worst  case  in 
the  district,  and  should  have  had  first  priority. 

Forty  tenants  were  selected  for  houses  during  the  twelve  months. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Number  of  new  houses  completed  in  1948 

(a)  Council  ...  ...  35 

(b)  Other  ...  ...  ...  7 

I .  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  . 
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131 

327 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(1)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 


of  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  126 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses,  where  work  is  in  progress  but  not  yet 

complete  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  notices  in  course  of  preparation  (not  yet  served)  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelhng-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelhng-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelhng-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ... 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit 


4.  Housing  Act,  1935,  Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  j  Not 

Available 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  J 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ...  26 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  22 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  90 
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Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


(d)  Particulars  of  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  local  authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  Nil 


In  conclusion  may  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  Councillors  for  their  encouragement 
and  support,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  N.  M.  Macdonald,  for  his  advice 
and  help,  the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  Surveyor  and  other  Officials  and  staff  for 
their  co-operation. 


I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 

N.  R.  DARLING, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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